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Happy Summer Everybody!  Hope you are enjoying the lush new growth outside in our 
favorite park.  The Friends of Hoyt Park (FHP) are in full action.  We had a great annual 
meeting with our guest speaker Jennifer Redell talking about the importance of bats and the 
threats bats are facing with the spread of white nose syndrome.  Jennifer brought two live 
bats with her that really attracted attention.    If you missed Jennifer and her bats, we hope to 
have them join us for a bat survey in the park later this summer.

The annual meeting also included an election for three positions on the FHP board of 
directors.  Tim Kessenich, Andrew Wickizer, and I were all re-elected to the Board   It is 
great to have knowledge and experience returning to the Board for another two years.  If you 
are interested in serving on the FHP Board, please contact me or any other Board members.  
We will have at least one open seat to fill in 2019 and three open seats in 2020.

We are happy to have our Summer Ranger from last year, Erick Fruehling, returning to 
work with us this year.  Erick will be working on maintaining trails, invasive species 
removal, and being a friendly face in the park.  Say hi to Erick when you see him in the park

Our work days have been well attended so far this year.  We had over 30 people 
volunteer during the Madison Parks Department Earth Day Challenge.  These hard working 
volunteers are making great progress in controlling the spread of invasive plant species in the 
park, maintaining hiking trails, and keeping our stone fireplaces in working order. They have 
also gotten to know neighbors and the park better.  Come join us at 10 AM on the third 
Saturday of each month!  See our website or Facebook page for current details of what we 
will be doing.

The new Board is a great mix of new faces and returning veterans.  One of the ideas that 
came out of our first Board meeting was increasing the “citizen scientist” activities in the 
park.  We planned bat surveys and tried using a new social media app called iNaturalist.  
These are great activities for people to learn more about Hoyt Park and get more people out 
enjoying the park.  Stay tuned for more details and I hope to see you at the park soon!

June 2018

Time to renew memberships for 2018 (if you haven’t done so)!  FHP 
membership runs from now to Dec 31, 2018.  ALL renewals or new 
memberships paid now will be good through Dec 31, 2018 (see form last page)

Tim Astfalk, Chair, Friends of Hoyt Park 

Hello Friends of Hoyt Park,

Gate (northwest corner of parking lot, near 
playground) will be open so people can drive down 
to drop someone off.  There is NOT a parking area 
by the shelter so you will need to return to the main 
parking lot to park.

You are invited to the Friends of Hoyt Park Annual You are invited to the Friends of Hoyt Park Annual Picnic

All are welcome!



June 2018 - “Leaflets”

TIMASTFALK@YAHOO.COM

Change of address or 
newsletter preference?

The view of Madison from 
the Sunset Point Overlook is 
one of the many things that 
make Hoyt Park a special 
place.  Over the years the 
Friends of Hoyt Park, the 
City of Madison Parks 
Division, and now, an 
adjacent landowner have 
worked to maintain and 
enhance this iconic view.

One of the earliest projects 
of the Friends of Hoyt Park 
was to clear woody invasive 
brush such as buckthorn, 
honeysuckle and sumac 
from the area below the overlook.  We have made progress, but we are still working at it 23 
years later.  Our restoration efforts at the Overlook include controlled burns, mowing, and the 
establishment of native prairie plants.

This year you may have noticed the major clearing effort along the fence line north of the 
overlook.  This work is on private land 
and is funded by the adjacent land owner.  
The contractor doing the work is Good 
Oak Ecological Services.  The Good Oak 
crew has removed invasive shrubs and 
trees last winter and the results are 
already beginning to show.  Many 
desirable native species such as wood 
anemone, bane berry, and Solomon's 
plume are already responding to the 
clearing effort, and the view is much 
improved.

Erick Fruehling Returns as Hoyt Park Ranger for 2018
Erick Fruehling, was the Hoyt Park Ranger for summer 

2017 and it’s great to have him back for 2018.  He’s a life-
long Madisonian and  graduated from East High School 
and the University of Wisconsin, with a major in botany.  
He’s worked primarily in the field of ecology, including a 
study of an aquatic invasive, urban forest inventories in 
Madison and Milwaukee, and plant species 
inventory/forest type surveying in Kettle Moraine and 
Northern Highland-American Legion State Forest. 

Erick is also a songwriter and musician, performing 
vocals, guitar, bass, and drum with bands such as Dumb 
Vision and Fireheads.   He is a founder of Rare Plant, a 
record label representing Madison area bands.  Those 

who attended the annual picnic in 2017 learned that Erick is a very good cook.  He also 
works as an apiarist, raising his own bee hives. 

Future Volunteer 
workdays for 2018

 Saturday, July 21, 
Planting milkweed 
for butterfly habitat.

 Saturday, August 18, 
Oak tree liberating 
(brush removal) at 
overlook.

 Saturday, September 
15, Prairie seed 
collecting.

 Saturday, October 
20, Clearing fire 
breaks at prairies for 
prescribed burn

 Saturday, November 
17, 2018, Brush 
removal and prairie 
seeding.



The FHP was awarded a $1,000 grant from the Dane County Environmental Council to help pay for a controlled burn at the 
Overlook Prairie and at the Ready Prairie.  The controlled burn will be conducted by a private contractor named Quercus.  
The burn is scheduled to be conducted in the Fall of 2018.  The exact day will depend on weather conditions but neighbors 
adjacent to the burn areas will be notified in advance.  

Controlled burns help sustain the native prairie plants by recycling nutrients and limiting the growth of plants that are not 
adapted to prairies and their periodic fires.  FHP won this grant because we were able to provide matching funds from our 
membership contributions and our volunteer labor.  Thank you everybody and enjoy the thriving prairies at Hoyt Park.  

On Friday, June 1st, the Friends group lead an acoustic bat survey in Hoyt Park-the second survey we have conducted in the 
last year. Our survey started in the parking lot and traversed along the outer trails, stopping briefly at the overlook before 
heading back to the starting point. We recorded quite a few bat calls and saw at least 2-3 bats foraging for insects while 
walking through the open rec fields. While Wisconsin has 8 bat species, we likely encountered the usual suspects for urban 
areas-big brown bats.

Volunteer surveys like this are made possible by the Wisconsin DNR Bat Program, which has a lending program for the 
detectors (Titley Anabat) that record bat calls along a survey route. Did you know that the park now has 3 bat boxes 
strategically located to provide summer roosting locations for our resident bats? Take a walk through the park and find them. 
Look for bat guano on the ground underneath the box. It's a sure sign it's occupied.

There are plenty of opportunities for anyone interested in monitoring our native bat species. The best place to look for all 
things bat related is the Wisconsin Bat Program page: http://wiatri.net/inventory/bats/. Thank you to all who joined our 
survey! Results will be posted on the Facebook page.

iNaturalist is an app which can be downloaded and used on smart phones and computers to assist in plant ID. 

 “iNaturalist provides a place to record and organize nature findings, meet other nature enthusiasts, 
and learn about the natural world. It encourages the participation of a wide variety of nature 
enthusiasts, including, but not exclusive to, hikers, hunters, birders, beach combers, mushroom foragers, 
park rangers, ecologists, and fishermen. Through connecting these different perceptions and expertise of 
the natural world, iNaturalist hopes to create extensive community awareness of local biodiversity and 
promote further exploration of local environments.”

A user can take photos and submit them to the community for verification or Identification. The area where the 
observation was made can also be recorded.

Go to inaturalist.org for more information on the iNaturalist community, or to download the app.  It’s fun!



ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP (Dues are from NOW through 12/31/18)

Thank you for becoming a 
member of Friends of Hoyt 
Park, Inc.  

All paid memberships are 
voting members.  

The FHP is a non-profit 
organization.

Donations are tax-deductible.

  

Please make checks 
payable to, and send to:

Friends of Hoyt Park, Inc.
P. O. Box 5542
Madison, WI  53705-0542

Please check appropriate boxes: 

We had 
a great 
turn out 
(of 
people, 
if not of 
owls) 
and a 

good time socializing.
 

A group of us gathered for  
a family winter sledding 
party in the shelter house 
with a roaring fire and 
roasting hot dogs for 
entertainment!  Even those 
of use who didn’t feel like 
going down hill from there 
had a good time visiting 
and meeting some new 
folks.

Hoyt Park owl (photo by 
Janet Washbon, shared 
with Sunset Village)

For millennia, monarchs have made a progressive 
trip from their winter sanctuaries in Mexico to 
return to their North American breeding grounds. 
Weather depending, monarchs start arriving in 
late May in Wisconsin. The caterpillars of this 
butterfly feed exclusively on milkweed, so 
healthy and widely distributed populations of this 
group of plants is essential for supporting 
monarch populations. Did you know that the 
butterflies cycle through 2-4 generations before 
the final generation makes the thousand plus mile 
trip back from Mexico? These final generation 

butterflies live up to 8 months before they head 
back north. Amazing creatures. 

To support our resident Hoyt Park monarch 
populations, the we’ll plant 4 species of milkweed 
throughout the park during our volunteer workday 
on July 21. Please join us in our efforts to help 
monarchs complete their breeding cycles and fuel 
up for their long trip south in the fall.


